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Richelieu, in every branch of the service there was
improvement during his administration. At his
death the French army was still far removed from
the disciplined force which Louvois sent to conquer
provinces for Louis XIV., but the Cardinal can be
considered as a forerunner of the great war minister.
He succeeded in forming some sort of a regular mil-
itary organisation; the ministry of war could fairly
be said to date from his clay. By his indomitable
energy, he extracted the millions necessary to keep
great armies in the field, and if their condition was
still bad, their pay was more regular, their food and
care better than in the past. He even organised
some kind of a hospital service. The Jesuits did
good work in this direction; they anticipated the
activity of the Red Cross Society, furnished care
and medicine to the sick and wounded soldier, and,
if they coulcl not save his body, granted him absol-
ution and saved his soul. These improvements in
the military system were not altogether lost, though
it was not until Louvois became minister of war that
the French army exceeded in excellence that of any
other European nation.

Richelieu's attempts to strengthen the French
marine and develop French colonies were not very
important in their results. Under Mazarin the con-
dition of the navy was as poor as it had been under
Henry IV,, and colonial development received little
attention until Colbert became minister.

But the changes made by Richelieu in internal
administration permanently modified the form of
French government. He believed that good order,  not             long lay  of large and rapid gain.    Nor wasm foreignto their burden.
